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this request had been granted, they went away, leaving a
blessing upon the farms. . . .
" ' Of all the Ibibio chiefs led away to be priests, none
ever came back, for each died within the year, and another
was chosen in his stead. Some say the Juju killed them ;
but others state that each year the new priest slew his prede-
cessor, knowing full well that in twelve more moons he must
himself be slain.'
" It was, unfortunately, impossible to get more definite
information. We were told, vaguely, -that the Ikot Akos
never came to this country any more, nor did the Ibibio go
to theirs. Moreover, these were stories of long ago, for-
gotten by all save a few old men. Therefore it was no
longer possible to learn anything further.
" A year later, while engaged on a study of the I bo
people, good fortune brought us to a town of some five
thousand inhabitants, the spiritual ruler of which owns
that each of his predecessors was ' a priest who slew the
slayer and must himself be slain.1 The present holder of
the dignity naturally showed some reticence concerning the
steps by which he himself succeeded to office." *
1 P. A. Talbot, Life in Southern Nigeria, pp. 336-338.